g2                   The Mahdbharata : A Criticism.
653 years after the Kali-age had begun and explained
the 'chronology of Kashmere kings accordingly.
Kalhana says, (Rajatarangini, Chapter I) " Misled
by the tradition that the Bharata war took place at
the end of Dwapara, some have doubted the truth
of this number of years (given for Kashmere kings).
But the Kauravas and Pandavas in reality flourished
when six hundred and fifty-three years of the Kali-age
had gone/' Kalhana then quotes as authority for
his statement the well-known Shloka of Garga ex-
plained above.
Now that the verse of Garga has been differently inter-
preted, the difficulty or discrepancy which confronted
Kalhana again confronts us.    The true solution seems
to us to be that Gonand I was not a contemporary of the
Pandavas at all as was   doubted  even  in  Kalhana's
time.   The ambition of ancient dynasties in India has
generally been to connect themselves by hook or crook
with the heroes of the Mahabharata or of the Rama-
yana,  the   national   epics   of   India.      When   Rajput
Princes trace their descent from Rama's sons or from
Shrikrishna we have a tinge of suspicion that they are
drawing   more upon their imagination  than on solid
facts.   A similar feeling  must have influenced Kash-
mere   historians,  and    Kalhana   among  them,    when
they made Gonand I a contemporary of the  Pandavas.
We find some support for this argument in the fact that
no king of Kashmere is mentioned or noticed in the
Mahabharata itself.    We have gone over the various
Tirtha Yatras and the conquest of the four quarters and
the list of the kings engaged in the war ; but we have